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Work Experience

April 2019 - 
Vice President, Programs, Women’s Refugee Commission, New York, New York

present

Serve on the organization’s executive team. Oversee and manage the breath of WRC’s programs, projects, and 50 program staff and consultants. Set vision and strategic direction for the organization. 
July 2005 -
Senior Director for Programs – Women’s Refugee Commission, New York, New York
March 2019


Oversee, supervise and provide strategic direction for all of the organization’s program areas: gender, gender-based violence, sexual and reproductive health, cash and livelihoods, adolescents and youth, disabilities, LGBTQ refugees, and migrants’ rights. Lead research initiatives, cultivate donors, and set strategic directions. 
Sept. 2011-
Adjunct Associate Professor – Columbia University, School of International and Public Affairs present

New York, New York
Designed and taught 14-week course on Gender, Livelihoods and Displacement for Master’s level students – Fall 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2017, and 2018.
April 2004 –
Protection Consultant –United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Geneva, June 2005
Switzerland
Helped lead a “Strengthening Protection Capacity” Project which assessed protection gaps in four African countries (Kenya, Tanzania, Benin, and Burkina Faso) and researched and wrote a book entitled, “Operational Protection in Refugee Camps and Settlements” which went out to all UNHCR country programs to inform and integrate protection into their programming.  
Jan. 2000 –
Director of Operations – International Catholic Migration Commission, Geneva, Switzerland
Dec. 2003 


Overall responsibility for supervision of ICMC’s international operations managed by 60 Country Directors and Program Managers in 20 countries and averaging 22 million USD annually. Diversified ICMC’s programming and funding with a new focus on protection, durable solutions, and services for the most marginalized.
June -Dec 
Director of Programs / Kosovo – International Catholic Migration Commission, Prizren, Kosovo

1999



Responsible for ICMC’s start-up operations in Kosovo. Established three office, secured over 2 million USD in funding, and led a team of 100 national and international staff providing services to the most vulnerable individuals and families among returnees, the internally displaced, and minority community members. Started the Kosovo Enterprise Project, which went on to become the largest, most successful micro-finance institution in the province with loans of $12 million annually by 2002 when it became a self-sustaining, locally registered micro-finance institution. 
April – June
Country Director for Albania – International Catholic Migration Commission, Tirana, Albania

1999


Wrote proposals, developed programs, secured funding from multiple international donors, and supervised a team of 50 national social workers who led community services programming in refugee camps and collective centers throughout Albania.

Oct. 1998-
Strategic Planning Coordinator – International Catholic Migration Commission,
March 1999
Geneva, Switzerland

Facilitated the development of and wrote ICMC’s five-year strategic plan. Developed global work groups, led strategic planning workshops, and consolidated agency-wide input into a draft document for Governing Committee approval.

June - Sept. 
Refugee Response Consultant – Catholic Relief Services, Tirana, Albania
1998



Seconded to CRS to develop the organization’s response to the influx of Kosovar refugees. Wrote and secured funding for CRS to become the primary implementing partner for UNHCR and initiated program implementation. 

Oct. 1995- 
Regional Director – International Catholic Migration Commission, Croatia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, and Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
June 1998


Managed ICMC’s multi-faceted programs in Croatia, Bosnia, and Serbia; supervised eight offices composed of over 100 staff, developed new programs to address identified needs, increased project funding by 500%. Designed innovative projects focused on trauma education and recovery, teaching tolerance, and on facilitating minority returns.  Designed and started Project Enterprise (later re-named Prizma), a micro-credit program targeting returning and displaced women, which became one of the most successful loan programs in Bosnia and a locally registered entity in 2001. 
January-
Country Director – International Catholic Migration Commission / Kurdistan, Northern Iraq

Sept. 1995


Managed ICMC’s school reconstruction, teacher training, job development, and assistance programs for the internally displaced in the Kurdish Safe Haven in Northern Iraq. Supervised two offices and 75 staff, secured over $1 million USD in funding, and implemented an eighteen-school reconstruction program serving 45 villages.

August-
Haitian Project Coordinator – World Relief Organization, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba

Dec. 1994


Administered, designed and managed broad-based community service and psycho-social programs in eleven refugee camps housing 22,000 Haitians. Conducted pre- and post-test HIV counselling; led HIV+ support groups, represented organization with the joint military task force, and supervised a 20-person, multi-ethnic staff.

April 1991-
Guidance and Counselling Coordinator – International Catholic Migration Commission, 
May 1994 
Refugee Processing Center, Morong, Philippines

Implemented guidance and counselling program for 2.500 Vietnamese refugee youth aged   11-18 in a refugee camp housing 20,000 boat people and Amerasians. Initiated both Parent and Student Councils, trained eight bi-lingual mental health professionals, supervised an activity-based counselling program, and a learning center for students with special needs.

Dec. 1990-
Adjunct Professor, School of Social Welfare, St. Cloud State University, St. Cloud, Minnesota
March 1991


Designed and taught an interactive, introductory course on social welfare for 55 non- traditional, adult learners focused on marginalization and diverse population groups.

Feb. 1988-
Unaccompanied Refugee Minors Program Director – Lutheran Social Services, Minneapolis, Minnesota
April 1991

Managed a long-term foster care program for 250 Vietnamese, Khmer, Eastern European, Middle Eastern, and African unaccompanied refugee children. Recruited and licensed foster families, supervised 3 offices and a multi-ethnic staff of 20.  Established a Foster Parent Council and a Minors Leadership Council.  

Sept. 1984-
Peace Corps Volunteer and Trainer – US. Peace Corps, Manila, Philippines
Nov. 1987


Served two years as a Peace Corps – Primary Health Care volunteer in rural villages on a remote Philippine island. Trained local health care workers, developed and taught a primary and secondary school health care curriculum, and initiated dental and eye care services on the island through Manila-based professionals. During the third year, served on the Peace Corps staff initially as a Cross-Cultural Trainer for new volunteers and then Deputy Project Director for new volunteer trainings. Designed 2 three-month long, participatory, integrated trainings serving over 100 new American volunteers.

August 1981-
Social Worker – Catholic Charities, Oakland, California
August 1984


Provided case management services for 55 clients with disabilities in the East Bay with services focused on community integration, normalization and mainstreaming. Worked with school systems, rehabilitation centers, residential programs, and sought employment opportunities for clients. 

Education

1979-1981
Master of Social Work (MSW), University of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah

1975-1979
Bachelor of Science in Psychology and Sociology, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa

RELEVANT EXPERIENCE: 
Select Leadership / membership positions

2019 – present
Advisory Committee, Gender-based Violence Prevention Evaluation Framework, a European Union funded project housed at InterAction.
2019 – present
Internal Steering Committee, SRH ACCESS Consortium, UK Connect, a UK Department for International Development funded initiative to bring comprehensive sexual and reproductive health services to the most marginalized populations in complex, challenging environments.  
2016 – present
Co-Chair, Refugee Self-Reliance Initiative, a global multi-agency community of practice that promotes the measurement of self-reliance, self-reliance programming – early and everywhere, and advocacy for dedicated resources and enabling hosting environments,  
2017 – 2018
Advisory Board, Multi-Purpose Cash and Sectoral Outcomes study, commissioned by UNHCR, published May 2018. 
2014 – 2016
Chair, Protection Working Group, InterAction, Washington, DC.
2013 –2019
Board member, Urban Refugees, an NGO dedicated to creating learning and advocating for attention to the needs of refugees in urban areas.  
2013 – 2014 
Advisory Committee, Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society’s Integrating Overlooked Populations in Sexual and Gender-based Violence Prevention and Response Mechanisms in Chad, Kenya, South Africa and Uganda. 
2011- 2018 
Advisory Board member, Child Protection in Crisis Learning Network, inter-agency initiative led by Columbia University. 
2010 - 2011 
Steering Committee member, Watchlist on Children in Armed Conflict.
2010 - 2012
Executive Committee member and Treasurer, the International Council of Voluntary Agencies. 
2007 – 2008 
Technical Reference Group, Machel Study 10-year Strategic Review. 
2007 – present 
Advisory Committee, Adolescent Girls Legal Defence Fund.
PUBLICATIONS / PAPERS

2020

Bhandari, P., Buscher, D., Leeson, K., & Myers, A., Measuring the Self-reliance of Refugees, 


Journal of Refugee Studies, Volume 33, Issue 1, March 2020, Oxford University Press .
2019
Buscher, D., Humanitarian Response: Evolution or Revolution?, Overture Global Magazine, April 2019.  
2018
Buscher, D., Refuge in the City, Social Sciences, Volume 7, Issue 12, December 2018. 
2018
Buscher, D., Engaging Organizations of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Response, Societies, Volume 8, Issue 4, 107, November 2018. 
2017
Buscher, D., Formidable Intersections: Forced Migration, Gender and Livelihoods, chapter in Gender, Violence, Refugees, Krause, U. & Bucklev-Zistel, S. (eds.), Berghahn Books, July 2017. 
2016
Buscher, D., Livelihoods chapter in Gender Handbook for Humanitarian Action, U.N. Inter-Agency Standing Committee, 2017.   

2015 
Buscher, D, Stark, L., Kassim, N., Sparling, T., Yu, G. and Boothby, N., Assessing the impact of microfinance programming on children: an evaluation from post-tsunami Aceh, Disasters, Overseas Development Institute, John Wiley and Sons, Oxford, UK. 
2014 
Buscher, D. & Gurumurthy, M., Gender in Action: Successes and shortfalls in the Syrian refugee crisis, Gender and Development, Vol. 22, No.3, Oxfam GB, 2014.
2014 
Buscher, D. & Pearce, E., Bridging the Humanitarian – Disability Divide: From Gaps to Changes in Policy and Practice, chapter in Crises, Conflict and Disability, Mitchell, D. & Karr, V. (eds.), Routledge Publishing, April 2014. 
2014 
Buscher, D., Preventing Gender-based Violence: Getting it Right, Humanitarian Exchange, Humanitarian Practice Network, Number 60, February 2014, Overseas Development Institute, London, UK.  

2013 
Buscher, D., New Approaches to Urban Refugee Livelihoods, Refuge: Canada’s Journal on Refugees, Vol. 28, No. 2, 2013, pp. 17 – 29. 
2012 
Buscher, D., Making Work Safe for Displaced Women, Forced Migration Review, Issue 41, University of Oxford, Refugee Studies Centre, December 2012. 
2011 
Buscher, D., Unequal in Exile: Gender Equality, Sexual Identity and Refugee Status, Amsterdam Law Forum, Legal Perspectives on Gender and Sexual Equality, Vol. 3, No. 2, Vrije University, Amsterdam, Netherlands, May 2011.
2010 
Buscher, D., Refugee Women: Twenty Years On, Refugee Survey Quarterly, Gender Equality and refugee Women issue, Volume 29, Number 2, Oxford Journals, Oxford University Press, 2010. 
2010 
Buscher, D., & Heller, L., Desperate Lives: Urban Refugee Women in Malaysia and Egypt, Forced Migration Review, Issue 34, February 2010, University of Oxford, Refugee Studies Centre.
2009 
Buscher, D., Women, Work and War, chapter in the book, “Women, Migration and Conflict: Breaking the Deadly Cycle”, Susan F. Martin and John Tirman, editors, Springer Publishing, Heidelberg, London, New York, 2009. 
2009 
Buscher, D., Heller, L., & Reid Austin, J., Building Livelihoods: A Field Manual for Practitioners in Humanitarian Settings, Women’s Refugee Commission, May 2009. 
2008 
Buscher, D., Young and displaced with a disability, CRIN: Child Rights Information Network, Number 22, Sept.  2008.
2008 
Buscher, D., Marginalizing Youth: How Economic Programs Fail Youth in Post-Conflict Settings, International Development Matters, CHF International, Occasional Papers, Volume 2, February 2008.  

2005 
Buscher, D., Operational Protection in Camps and Settlements: A Reference Guide of Good Practices in the Protection of Refugees and Other Persons of Concern,  UNHCR Department of International Protection and the Division of Operational Support, UNHCR, 2005.  
2004
Buscher, D., Lester, E., & Coelho, P., Guarding Refugee Protection Standards in Regions of Origin, European Council for Refugees and Exiles’ (ECRE) – The Way Forward: Europe’s Role in the Global Refugee Protection System.

1999 Buscher, D., Operationalizing Protection Monitoring:  ICMC’s Experience in Post-War Kosovo, Migration World Magazine, Volume XXVII, No. 5, 1999. 

Select Presentations
2020
Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Response, University of Illinois – Chicago, Department of Occupational Therapy, February 24. 
2019
Transforming Humanitarian Response, Boston College, Boston, MA, April 16. 
2019
Social Protection and Cash Transfers: Women’s Economic Empowerment and Conflict, U.N. Commission on the Status of Women, New York, March 13. 
2019
Children and International Migration: A New Agenda, Harvard Law School, Cambridge, Massachusetts, March 12.
2019
Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons: Protection and Practice, New York University – School of Professional Studies, March 6. 
2018
The Humanitarian System: Challenges, Change, and Opportunities, Human Rights Advocates Program, Human Rights Institute, Columbia University, Sept 21. 
2018
Finding Sustainable Solutions for Refugees and Displaced Persons, The Global Youth Assembly, New York University, August 11. 
2018
Systems Thinking as a Response to the Global Refugee Crisis, New England International Donors Network, the Boston Foundation, Boston, March 29. 
2018
Changing the Conversation: The Global Compacts on Refugees and Migration – A Gendered Lens, United Nations, New York, March 8.  
2017
Displaced Lives: The Threat of Violence for Refugee, Displaced, and Conflict-Affected Women, Rutgers School of Social Work, New Brunswick, New Jersey, Nov. 3

2017
Addressing Specific Needs with Large Movements of Refugees, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees – Thematic Consultations on the Global Compact on Refugees, United Nations Palace, Geneva, Switzerland, Oct. 17. 
2017
Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment in the Global Compact for Refugees, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees – Thematic Consultations on the Global Compact on Refugees, United Nations Palace, Geneva, Switzerland, Oct. 17. 
2017 
Can We Really Measure Refugee Self-Reliance? Stronger Cities Initiative: Urban Humanitarian Response Symposium, Royal Institute of British Architects, London, UK, June 29 - 30. 
2017
Can We Really Measure Refugee Self-Reliance? U.S. Department of State – Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration, Washington, DC, June 13. 
2016 
Engaging Young People on the Move in their Protection and Solutions, session at the UNHCR High Commissioner’s Protection Dialogue: Children on the Move, Palais des Nations/United Nations, Geneva, Dec. 9. 
2016 
Displaced Families, Family Reunification and Refugees, New York University Center for Global Affairs and UN Women. Families on the Move: A Conference on Migration, Gender and Family Relations, New York University, Dec. 2. 
2018 - 2008 
Annual lecture: Livelihoods and Humanitarian Action, Columbia University, Mailman School of Public Health, Program on Health and Forced Migration, annual. 
2016 
Gender Inclusion to Accelerate Innovation, Overture: Digital Humanitarian Series, Civic Hall, New York City, November 10. 
2016
Urbanization and Humanitarian Action: Connecting the Dots between the World Humanitarian Summit and Habitat III, UK Mission to the UN, New York, April 13. 
2016
Can We Measure Refugee Resilience and Self-Reliance? Solutions Alliance Roundtable, Brussels, Belgium, Feb. 9 – 10.
2015 
Urban Refugee Livelihoods, Fordham University, Institute for International Humanitarian Affairs, New York, July 16. 
2015 
The Impact: Multiplier Effects of Energy Access for Women and Girls, at Access to Energy is a Key Driver of Gender Equality hosted by the Global Alliance for Clean Cookstoves, the International Center for Research on Women, and Energia, 59th session of the Commission on the Status of Women, Westin Grand Central, New York, March 12, 
2014 
Crisis, Conflict, Disability: Ensuring Equality, Conference on State Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, United Nations, New York, June 12.  

2013 
Urban Refugees: Key Components of Good Programming, Ditchley Conference on Urban Refugees, Ditchley Park, United Kingdom, Oct. 21 – 22. 
2013 
Mitigating Risks of Gender-based Violence, Global Health and Well-being: The Social Work Response Conference, New York University Silver School of Social Work, June 17 – 19.  
2013 
Conflict, Displacement and Women’s Protection, Korbel School of International Affairs, University of Denver, Denver, Colorado, April 29. 
2013 
Livelihoods in Emergencies, Advancing the Field: Resources and Learning on Gender-based Violence, U.S. Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance, UNICEF and IRC-sponsored experts workshop, National Press Building, Washington, DC, Feb. 22. 
2013 
The Living Ain’t Easy: UNHCR’s Revised Urban Refugee Policy and Implications for Refugee Livelihoods, International Association for the Study of Forced Migration, 14th Conference, Kolkata, India, Jan. 6 – 9. 
2012 
The Living Ain’t Easy: UNHCR’s Revised Urban Refugee Policy and Implications for Refugee Livelihoods, Refugee Studies Centre 30th Anniversary Conference, “Understanding Global Refugee Policy”, St. Anne’s College, University of Oxford, Dec. 6 – 7. 
2012 
Disability in Crisis: Ensuring Community Equality at a Policy Level, 5th International Shafallah Forum: Conflict, Crisis and Disability, Doha, Qatar, Jan. 22 - 24. 
2011 
Urban Refugee Livelihoods: Findings from Three Case Studies, World Conference on Humanitarian Studies, Tufts University, Medford, Massachusetts, June 2 – 5. 
2011 
Unequal in Exile: Gender Equality, Sexual Identity and Refugee Status, Amsterdam Law Forum conference, “Legal Perspectives on Gender and Sexual Identity, Vrije University, Amsterdam, Netherlands, May 13.  

2010 
Gaining Child Protection Dividends through Livelihoods Programming, Columbia University Care and Protection of Children in Crisis workshop, Kampala, Uganda, July 5 – 7.
2009 
Monitoring and Evaluation of Livelihoods Funded Programs, U.S. Department of State – Bureau for Population, Refugees and Migration’s Monitoring and Evaluation of Humanitarian Assistance Training, State Department, Washington, DC, Oct. 1. 
2009 
Making Livelihoods Work for Conflict-Affected Youth, Global Youth Enterprise conference, Making Cents International, George Washington University, Washington, DC, Sept. 29 – 30. 
2009 
Livelihoods as a Tool of Protection, Protecting People in Conflict and Crisis global conference, University of Oxford, Oxford, UK, Sept. 22 – 24. 
2009 
Displaced Women with Disabilities: Priority Actions to Promote Inclusion, Women with Disabilities in Development - International Roundtable, World Bank, Washington, DC, March 10.  
2008 
Disabilities among Refugees and Conflict-Affected Populations, People with Disabilities in Conflict-Affected Countries in Sub-Saharan Africa workshop, World Bank, Washington, DC, Dec. 4.  
2008 
Building Livelihoods: The Economics of Child Protection, Child Action Summit, hosted by the Swedish Agency for International Development, Stockholm, Nov. 12 – 14. 
2007 
Sustainability of Livelihoods for Women in Situations of Migration and Conflict, UN Population Fund (UNFPA) Expert Group Meeting on Displaced Women, Hammamet, Tunisia, June 21 – 24. 
MEDIA INTERVIEWS and PRESS COVERAGE
2020
Lives and Livelihoods: Supporting Resilience with Data, co-authored with Amy Slaughter, ReliefWeb, 27 May.  

2019
Sexual Violence against Rohingya Men and Boys, Al Jazeera television, 18 Oct. 
2019
Gender Equality and Self-Reliance: Interlinked Components of Refugee Women’s Protection and Economic Empowerment, Medium.com, 3 June. 
2018
Refugee women: displacement, challenges, violence, and media representation, Kentucky Public Radio, 6 March. 
2017
Humanitarian actors, Member States and UN place gender equality at the centre of effective refugee response, ReliefWeb, 24 Oct. 
2017 
About a Boy: One Refugee’s Tale about Being Barred from the U.S., Huffington Post, 2 Feb. 
2016
The unique challenges of being a young, female Syrian refugee, Mashable, March 28. 
2015 
Syrian Conflict: with the men away fighting, women take the mantle of community leaders in Lebanon’s refugee camps, The Independent, 14 May 2015.  
2014 
Home-Based Enterprises: Livelihood Opportunities for Refugees in Jordan? Huffington Post, Feb. 19. 
2013 
Livelihood Programming: Getting it Right, television interview, SkyNet, Myanmar, Nov. 13. 
2013 
Strengthening Livelihoods for the Internally Displaced, interview with national weekly magazine, The Modern Journal, Myanmar, Nov. 18.
2013 
Somalia’s Champion for Displaced Girls, Dehabo Hassan Maow, the Daily Beast, May 4. 
2012 
Aid Worker Dairies – It’s Time for a New Approach to Urban Refugees, AlertNet, Nov. 21. 
2010 
Dangers for Refugee Children Living in Camps, interview on BBC World Service, Sept. 15. 
2010 
Don’t Overlook People with Disabilities in Haiti, Huffington Post, February 9. 
2009 

Why Refugees Need to Make a Living, Huffington Post, August 11. 
2008 
Disabilities Among Refugees and Conflict-affected Populations, British Medical Journal, July.
2008 
Refugees with Disabilities Face Hardships in Camps, Voice of America news, June 24.
2008 
Disabilities Among Refugees and Conflict-affected Populations, USNepalOnline.com, June23.
2008 
Disabilities Among Refugees and Conflict-affected Populations, ProPublica online, June 23. 
2008      
Refugees, IDPs and Livelihoods in Nepal, USNepalOnline.com, Feb. 29. 
2007 

Economic Challenges in South Sudan, CNN International World News, Jan. 6. 
2006 

Livelihood Challenges and Opportunities in South Sudan, UN Radio, Dec.
2006 

Risks Confronting Internally Displaced Women, Associated Press interview, Dec.  

2006 

Challenges – Refugee Women and Children, Pulse program on XM satellite radio, March.
2005      Sex Trafficking, Queens Public Television interview, Queens, New York, December.
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