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ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT 
2026-
Arnold A. Saltzman Professor of War and Peace Studies, School of International and Public Affairs, Columbia University

2026

Director, Arnold A. Saltzman Institute of War and Peace Studies
2023-2026
Associate Provost for Wellesley in the World

2022-2026
Betty Freyhof Johnson ’44 Professor of Political Science, Wellesley College

2020-2022
Mildred Lane Kemper Professor of Political Science, Wellesley College
2019-2023
Paula Phillips Bernstein ’58 Faculty Director, Madeleine K. Albright Institute for Global Affairs, Wellesley College

2018-present
Professor of Political Science, Wellesley College

Academic Affiliations

2020-present, Faculty Affiliate, Center for International Security and Cooperation
2022-present, Seminar Associate, University Seminar on International Relations and Contemporary Foreign Policy in Honor of Robert Jervis, Columbia University

EDUCATION
2003
 
Ph.D. Columbia University, Department of Political Science

Fields of Study: International Relations, Comparative Politics, Sociology

1996

B.A. The University of Chicago, the College (with general and department honors)
PUBLICATIONS 
Authored Books
Dynamics of Power Politics (with Paul K. MacDonald and Daniel H. Nexon). Oxford University Press, forthcoming Winter 2027.
When Right Makes Might: Rising Powers and the Challenge to World Order. Cornell Studies in Security Affairs. December 2018.
Indivisible Territory and the Politics of Legitimacy: Jerusalem and Northern Ireland (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2010)

Edited Volumes and Special Issues
The Jervis Effect. Edited with Diane N. LaBrosse and Richard Immerman (Columbia University Press, 2025.)
Oxford Handbook of International Political Sociology (co-edited with George Lawson and Ole Jacob Sending). Oxford University Press,  2025.

Contestation in a World of Liberal Orders. Edited with Ronald R. Krebs, Christian Kreuder-Sonnen, and Berthold Rittberger. Special issue of Global Studies Quarterly 4:1 (March 2024).

Chaos Reconsidered: the Liberal Order and the Future of International Politics (co-edited with Robert Jervis, Diane Labrosse, and Joshua Rovner). Columbia University Press. July 2023.
Rhetoric and Grand Strategy.  Edited with Ronald R. Krebs.  Security Studies. 24 (1) (Spring 2015). 

Articles in Refereed Journals

“Further back to the future: neo-royalism, Trump, and international order.” With Abraham Newman. International Organization, 79(S1):S12-S25. 
“Nuclear Shibboleths: the logics and future of nuclear non-use (with Colleen Larkin).” International Organization, 79(1) (Spring 2025): 117-145
“From Poles to Hubs: Network Theory Meets Structural Realism,” Security Studies, 33(5) (Winter 2025):  768-797 
“Contestation in a World of Liberal Orders,” (with Ronald R. Krebs, Christian Kreuder-Sonnen, and Berthold Rittberger), Global Studies Quarterly, Global Studies Quarterly 4:1 (March 2024). 

“‘The Most Humane of all Weapons: discrimination, airpower, and precision doctrine” (with Colleen Larkin), European Journal of International Security, 8 (4) (2023): 531-549. 

“From ‘Butcher and Bolt’ to ‘Bugsplat’: Race and Liberal Pacification in International Politics” (with Paul K. MacDonald), Security Studies, 32 (4/5) (2023): 714-747.

“Revolution from the inside: institutions, legitimation strategies, and rhetorical pathways of institutional change,” Global Policy, 22(3) (2020): 83-92.

“Statecraft: instruments, logics, and international order.” (with Daniel H. Nexon and Paul K. MacDonald). International Relations, 33(2) (2019): 304-321.
“Embedded revisionism: networks, institutions, and world order.” International Organization, 72(4), (Fall 2018): 763-97.
“The Dynamics of Power Politics: Realpolitik in Post-Paradigmatic Security Studies,” (with Daniel Nexon). Journal of Global Security Studies, 1(1) (Winter 2016): 4-18.
 “Rhetoric, Legitimation, and Grand Strategy” (with Ronald R. Krebs), Security Studies, 24(1) (Spring 2015): 5-37.

“The Rhetoric of Power Politics: Hitler’s Legitimation Strategies and the creation of uncertainty, 1935-1939” Security Studies, 24(1), (Spring 2015): 95-130.
“Brokering Peace: Networks, Legitimacy, and the Northern Ireland Peace Process.” International Studies Quarterly, 56(3) (September 2012): 501-515.

“Brokering change: Networks and Entrepreneurs in International Politics,” International Theory, 1(2) (2009): 249-281.

“When Right Makes Might: How Prussia Overturned the European Balance of Power,” International Security, 33(3), (Winter 2008/2009), 110-142.

“Correspondence: Time and the intractability of territorial disputes: a response to Hassner on indivisible territory,” International Security, 32(3), (Winter 2007/2008), 191-201. 

“Uncommon Ground: territorial conflict and the politics of legitimacy,” International Organization, 60(1), Winter 2006, 35-68.

“Paradigm Lost? Reassessing Theory of International Politics,” (with Daniel H. Nexon). European Journal of International Relations, 11(1), Spring 2005, 9-61.

“Correspondence: Taking Offense at Offense-Defense Theory,” International Security, vol. 23(3) (Winter 1998/1999) 189-95. 

Article reprinted in Offense, Defense and War: an International Security Reader (Cambridge: MIT Press), 2004.

Work in progress

“Testing the drivers of nuclear non-use: A survey on Eisenhower and atomic weapons in the Korean War.” 
“Infrastructures of power politics,” (with Austin Carson).
Essays in edited volumes
“Introduction,” (with George Lawson and Ole Jacob Sending), Oxford Handbook of International Political Sociology (co-edited with George Lawson and Ole Jacob Sending). Oxford University Press, 2025 (peer reviewed).

“Legitimation and Hypocrisy in Gaza: implications for the LIO,” in Debating American Primacy in the Middle East, Project on Middle East Political Science and the Mershon Center at the Ohio State University. Fall 2024.
“Introduction,” in Chaos Reconsidered: the Liberal Order and the Future of World Politics (Columbia University Press, 2023).
“Legitimating Primacy after the Cold War: How Liberal Talk Matters to US Foreign Policy,” (with Ronald R. Krebs) in Nuno Monteiro and Fritz Bartel, eds, Before and After the Fall: World Politics and the End of the Cold War (Cambridge University Press, 2022).

“Rhetoric, Legitimation, and Grand Strategy,” in the Oxford Handbook of Grand Strategy, Ronald R. Krebs and Thierry Balczaq, ed (Oxford University Press, 2022).

“The Road to Revisionism: How Interdependence Gives Revisionists Weapons for Change,” in The Uses and Abuses of Weaponized Interdependence, Daniel Drezner, Henry Farrell, and Abraham Newman, eds. (Brookings Institute Press, 2021).

“Gulliver bound: institutions and revisionism,” in T.V. Paul and Anders Wivers, eds, International Institutions and Power Politics: Theory and Practice in the Twenty-First Century (Washington D.C., Georgetown University Press, 2019). 

“Rhetoric and Grand Strategy.” (with Ronald Krebs) in Patrick James, Mariano Bertucci and Jarrod Hayes, eds., Constructivism Reconsidered (University of Michigan Press 2018). 
Public writing and media
“Realist Internationalism: a review of Emma Ashford,” (title TBD), Foreign Affairs, March/April 2026 (in print).
“How to Put IR Theory into Practice: American strategists should think more like social scientists (title TBD, with Joshua Kerzer), Foreign Affairs, October 31, 2025.

“Liberalism Doomed the International Order,” (with Ronald R. Krebs, Christian Kreuder-Sonnen, and Berthold Rittberger), Foreign Affairs, July 2025.
“The Rise and Fall of Great Power Competition,” Foreign Affairs, May/June 2025 (in print).
“Power in Asia: pivots, paper tigers, and regional poles,” The Lowy Institute, October 2024.
“The Fates of Nations: Varieties of Success and Failure for Great Powers in Long-Term Rivalries,” (with multiple co-authors), RAND, 2024
“After the explosion in Poland, will NATO go to war with Russia? Probably not,” Washington Post, November 16, 2022.
“The Outsiders: How the International System Can Still Check China and Russia,” Foreign Affairs, May/June 2022 (in print). 

“Xi and Putin have declared a united front against the United States,” Washington Post, February 8, 2022.
“Scholar Robert L. Jervis passed away this month. He pushed policymakers to see the world’s complexity,” (with Keren Yarhi-Milo and Jack L. Snyder). Washington Post, December 14, 2021

 “The United States and the Rule-Based Order,” The Lowy Institute. February 4, 2021.
“The Navy won’t reinstate Captain Brett Crozier. There’s more to the story than the Navy is saying,” Washington Post, June 19, 2020 (with William Cameron and Pierce MacConaghy ’11, first published April 2020)

“Trump just said buying Greenland would be ‘a large real estate deal.’ He’s making a dangerous mistake,” Washington Post, August 17, 2019.
“Trump’s Golan Heights tweet will have global consequences on territorial expansion,” Washington Post, March 23, 2019
“The US and China are playing a dangerous game. What comes next?” Washington Post, October 3, 2018.

“Kim Jong-Un Gets to Sit at the Cool Table Now,” (with Daniel Nexon,) Foreign Policy, June 21, 2018.

“(Op-Ed), “The Only Path To A Two-State Solution Lies Through A Divided Jerusalem,” Cognoscenti, WBUR, January 4, 2018.
(Op-Ed) “Put Middle East Peace Process to a Vote,” New York Times/International Herald Tribune Op-Ed, August 2013.

Reviews and non-refereed publications

Review: Jill Kastner and William Wohlforth, A Measure Short of War (Oxford University Press, 2025), H-Diplo ISSF Jervis Forum, December 2025.
Review: Richard Ned Lebow, The Rise and Decline of Political Orders, Perspectives on Politics, 18(4).

“Realism and the Politics of Decline: a review of Joshua Shifrinson, Rising Titans, Falling Giants,” Texas National Security Review, July 13, 2020.

Introduction to a Roundtable on Ron Robin. The Cold War They Made: The Strategic Legacy of Roberta and Albert Wohlstetter. H-Diplo/ISSF forum, 10(17), November 2018.

Roundtable 10-12 on David Edelstein, Over the Horizon: Time, Uncertainty, and the Rise of Great Powers, H-Diplo, 10(12), March 2018.

Review: Rebel Power: Why National Movements, Compete, Fight, and Win. By Peter Krause (Cornell, 2017).  Journal of Politics, 80(2) (April 2018).

“Hiding in Plain Sight? The not-so-secret constructivism of relationalism,” International Studies Quarterly Symposium, Spring 2017.

 “On the Dynamics of Global Power Politics,” (with Daniel H. Nexon), Duck of Minerva Blog, February 5, 2016.
“Securitization Forum: The Transatlantic Divide: Why Securitization Has Not Secured a Place in American IR, Why It Should, and How It Can” (with Ronald R. Krebs), Contribution to a special symposium on securitization theory, Duck of Minerva, September 2015.
Roundtable: Introduction to Ronald R. Krebs Narrative and the Making of US National Security,  HDiplo/ISSF Roundtables, vol 11 (6), 2016.
Roundtable: Introduction to Mark Jarrett, The Concert of Vienna and its Legacy and Jennifer Mitzen, Power in Concert, H-Diplo/ISSF forum, January 2015.

Review: James W. Davis, Psychology, Strategy, and Conflict. H-Diplo, May 2014.
 “Symposium — The Mother of All isms: The paradigm is dead. Long live the paradigm!” A contribution to a forum on the European Journal of International Relations issue, the End of Theory, Duck of Minerva, 2013.
Roundtable: Review of Triumph of the Dark by Zara Steiner. H-Diplo, 15(4) 2013.
Roundtable: Review of How Enemies Became Friends, by Charles Kupchan.  H-Diplo, 4(4),  2012.
Roundtable: Review of The Violence of Peace:  America's Wars in the Age of Obama, Stephen Carter, H-Diplo, 8(20), March 2012.

Review: Reputation and Civil War: Why Separatist Conflicts are so Violent, by Barbara Walter. Perspectives on Politics, vol. 8: 1282-1283.

“Political Legitimacy: Indivisible Territory and the Politics of Legitimacy,” Minerva, vol. 36, Spring 2010, p 16-18.

Roundtable: Review of World out of Balance, William Wohlforth and Stephen Brooks, H-Diplo, vol. 10, no. 13, Spring 2009.

Review: The Convergence of Civilizations: Constructing a Mediterranean Region, edited by Emanuel Adler, et al., Mediterranean Politics, 12(1), 107.

Review: Rethinking the World: Great Powers Strategies and International Order, by Jeffrey W. Legro. Political Science Quarterly, 121(2), 344-346.

Review: The Limits of International Law, by Jack L. Goldsmith and Eric A. Posner, Reviewed Political Science Quarterly, 120(4), 710-711.

Review: The United States and Coercive Diplomacy, edited by Robert J. Art and Patrick M. Cronin. Political Science Quarterly, 119(1), Fall 2004, 536-37.

“Taking Offense at Offense-Defense Theory.” In Offense, Defense and War: an International Security Reader (Cambridge: MIT Press), 2001.

Invited Research Talks and Seminars

“Dynamics of Power Politics,” Presented at the John Dickey Center at Dartmouth College, May 8, 2025. Also presented at Princeton University, George Washington University, and UPenn in Fall 2025)
“The Psychology of Nuclear Non-Use,” presented at the Symposium in honor of Robert Jervis at the School of International and Public Affairs at SIPA, January 30, 2025
“The future of European nuclear security,” Boston University Pardee School, November 18, 2024
“International Political Sociology,” presented at SOAS, University of London, October 2024.

“The U.S. election and the future of the liberal international order,” presented at Chatham House, October 2024

“From Poles to Hubs,” presented at the Australian National University, August 12, 2024

“Nuclear Shibboleths: the logics and future of nuclear non-use,” presented at University of Melbourne, August 7, 2024

“Legitimation, Hypocrisy, and the War in Gaza: whither the liberal international order?” Presented at the Mershon Institute workshop on America and the Middle East, September 12-13, 2024. 

“The Global South and the Liberal International Order,” at the workshop, “Renewing World Order, Princeton University, April 20, 2024.

“Developing IR theory,” University of Chicago, IR theory workshop, September 2023.
“Revisionist states and liberal order,” at Harvard University’s Special Weatherhead Forum, “China, the US, and the New Global Order(s)” February 23, 2022

“The Power Politics of Networld,” presented at the National Intelligence Council meetings, July 23, 2021.

“Inclusion and Exclusion within International Order,” at the conference “Ordering Moments in World Politics,” Princeton University (virtual), April 16-17, 2021.

“Revisionist Repertoires of Power Politics,” at the workshop, “Repertoires of Power Politics,” Georgetown University (virtual), December 9, 2021.

“Revisionists and weaponized interdependence,” at the workshop “Uses and Abuses of Weaponized Interdependence,” Georgetown University, May 7, 2020
“Death by Its Own Hand: the Fragility of Liberal International Order,” with Ronald R. Krebs.  Presented at the Department of Political Science, Harvard University, March 6, 2020.

“Revisionists and weaponized interdependence,” at the workshop “Uses and Abuses of Weaponized Interdependence,” Tufts University, October 10, 2020.

“Embedded revisionism,” presented at the Norwegian Institute of International Relations, February 14, 2020.

“Legitimating Primacy after the Cold War: How Liberal Talk Matters to US Foreign Policy,” presented at “Continuity and Change after the Cold War,” Yale University, November 1, 2019.

“Embedded revisionism,” presented at Brandeis University, October 25, 2019.

“’Japan’s Enigmatic Passage to the European Class,’ Networks, social capital, and Japan’s renegotiation of the unequal treaties,1860-1894,” Presented to the Center for Advanced Studies seminar series, Ludwig Maximilian University, Munich, Germany, June 4, 2019.
“Patterns of illiberalism and authoritarian alignments: China, Russia, and the power politics of the institutional order,” National Intelligence Council workshop on “The International Dimensions of Illiberalism and Populist Nationalism,” McLean, VA, February 22, 2019. 

“The Rise of the Cult of Precision,”  Presented at Cornell University, September 27, 2018. 
“The Rise of the Cult of Precision,” Presented at the University of Notre Dame International Security Center, November 7, 2017.

“Order and Asia Workshop,” Paul Tsai China Center, Yale Law School, October 19, 2017.
“Embedded Revisionism: Networks, Institutions, and World Order,” Harvard International Security Conference, October 14, 2017

 “The Global Impact of U.S. Domestic Politics. National Committee on U.S. China Relations, Peking University, May 20-21, 2017. 

“Repertoires of Power Politics,” (with Daniel H. Nexon). Presented at the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs, March 24-25, Oslo, Norway.

“The Rise of the Cult of Precision,” (with Colleen Larkin). Presented at the Minnesota International Relations Colloquium, February 6, 2017

“When Right Makes Might,” Lone Star Conference, book manuscript workshop, March 31, 2016

“Embedded Revisionism: Networks, Institutions, and World Order,” presented at a symposium on “Scaling Forms,” University of Chicago, April 1, 2016

“When Right Makes Might,” University of California, Los Angeles, January 2015

“Constructivism and Its Critics,” University of Southern California, January 2015
“Gulliver Bound: Revisionists, networks, and the international order.”  

· Presented at the workshop, “The New Power Politics,” at the University of Denver, March 1-2, 2013.

· Presented at the International Theory seminar, norsk Utenrikspolitisk institutt, Oslo, Norway, June 2013.

“The Rhetoric of Power Politics: Hitler’s Legitimation Strategies and the creation of uncertainty, 1935-1939.”  

· Presented at the Program on International Security and Politics, University of Chicago, October 2013

· Presented at the Seminar on Global Society and Security here at Harvard, part of the Program on Global Society and Security (PGSS) at the Weatherhead Center, Harvard University, February 19, 2013

· Presented at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s Security Studies Program, November 30, 2011. 
· Presented at Princeton University, Seminar on International Security, September 29, 2012.
· Presented at George Washington University, September 12, 2011.
· Presented at the University of Washington’s International Security Seminar, May 20, 2011.

“When Right Makes Might: legitimacy and great power politics,” Presented at the workshop, The Politics of Talk in International Relations, University of Bremen, July 27/28 2010.

“Brokering peace: networks, rhetoric, and the Good Friday Agreement.” Presented at the 
University of Alabama, October 3, 2009. 

Roundtable on World out of Balance. Co-sponsored by Williams College and H-Diplo, April 2009.

“The Politics of Sacred Space: explaining Jerusalem’s indivisibility.” Presented at the International Security Program Seminar, Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, Harvard University, September 28, 2006.

“Explaining underbalancing: the rhetoric of Prussian expansion, 1864-1871”.   Paper presented at the Mershon Institute at The Ohio State University, January 2006.

“From Wilson to Bush: Rhetoric and the Legitimation of Foreign Policy.” Presented at the Center for International Studies, University of Southern California, for a conference, “Legitimacy in the post-9/11 International System,” April 27-28, 2005.

The Center for International Security and Cooperation at Stanford University, May 24, 2001. Presented “A Hard Bargain: the dynamics of indivisible issues.”  

Paper also presented at the John M. Olin Institute of Strategic Studies, April 2001.

Association Meeting Presentations

International Studies Association (2003; 2006-2010; 2011-2015)

The American Political Science Association (2003-2005; 2007-2010; 2017-2019)

International Studies Association, Northeast (2002; 2011)

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Courses taught (undergraduate)

Introduction to World Politics

Introduction to International Security

Weapons, Strategy, and War

Nuclear Politics
Dangerous Ideas in World Politics
Rise and Fall of Great Powers

American Foreign Policy

Graduate:

Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict

American Foreign Policy (a seminar for Masters’ students at Woodrow Wilson School at Princeton University)

FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS, AND AWARDS

National and international grants

2020
Thyssen Foundation Award for the research project “Its own worst enemy: internal sources of crisis in liberal international order.”
2020
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, grant to support the “World Engagement and Leadership Lab at the Albright Institute.” $250,000

2019
Fellow, Center for Advanced Studies, Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich

2019
Stanton Foundation Grant for the development of a course on nuclear politics ($28,000)

2016
American Council of Learned Societies, Frederick Burkhardt Residential Fellowship 

2016
Evaluating Power Political Repertoires, Research Council of Norway. Part of a working group based at the Norwegian Institute of International Relations. ($1 million)
2016
Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, Managing the Atom Project (declined)
2011
International Studies Association, Catalytic Research Workshop Grant ($5,000), for “Language and the Politics of Grand Strategy,” an international workshop held in conjunction with the ISA Annual Convention, March 2011.

2010
Smith-Richardson Junior Faculty Grant, to support the project When Right make Might.
2009

Mellon Workshop 23 Committee Award for small conferences.  

2003
Nominated for APSA’s Helen Dwight Reid award for the best dissertation in the field of international relations, 2003

2002

International Center for Conflict Resolution Research Grant, 2002.

2001-2002
Pre-doctoral fellow, the Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs.

2001-2002
Peace Scholar fellowship recipient, United States Institute of Peace, (declined).

2000-2001
National Security Fellow, John M. Olin Institute for Strategic Studies, 2000-2001.

Wellesley College

2011
Anna & Samuel Pinanski Teaching Prize for Excellence in Teaching
2010-2019
Faculty Award, Wellesley College

2007

Educational Research and Development Grant, Wellesley College, 2007

2005

Barnette-Miller grant, Wellesley College, Fall 2005

Columbia University

2000

Smith Richardson Travel Grant for dissertation research

1999-2000
William T.R. Fox Fellow, Columbia University

1998-1999
Lynn Weiss Fellow, Columbia University

1996
Student Marshall, University of Chicago (highest academic recognition given by the College)

EDITORIAL POSITIONS

2019-present
Series Editor, Columbia University Press, Studies in International Politics and Order

2020-2023
Associate Editor, Washington Post’s Monkey Cage
2016-2022
Chair of the Associate Editors, H-Diplo/ISSF Forum

2014-2017
Associate Editor, Security Studies 

SERVICE
To the profession

Service to Journals
Editorial Board member, International Organization, 2024-

Editorial Board member, Security Studies, 2017-present

Editorial Board member, Journal of Global Security Studies, 2014-present
Editorial Board member, International Studies Quarterly, 2013-2018
Editorial Board member, International Studies Review, 2014-2017
Service to professional organizations

Service for the International Studies Association
Member, ISA Committee on the James N. Rosenau Post-Doctoral Fellowship

Member, Publications Committee, International Studies Association, 2017-

Member, Governing Council, International Studies Association, International Security Studies Section, 2010-2013; 2013-2016.
Member, Historical International Relations Section, 2015- 

Service for the American Political Science Association: 
Governance:

· APSA Council Member, 2024-

· Chair, APSA nominating committee, 2019-present

· President, International History and Politics Section, 2021-2023
· Vice President, International History and Politics Section, 2018-2020
Awards Committees

· Member, Merze Tate Dissertation Prize Committee, 2018

· Member, Jervis-Schroeder Prize Committee, 2016

· Member, Kenneth Waltz Dissertation Prize Committee, 2015

· Chairperson, Sage Award Prize Committee, Qualitative and Multi-Method Research, 2011

Reviewer for journals and presses: American Political Science Review, American Journal of Political Science, International Security, International Organization, International Studies Quarterly, International Interactions, Security Studies, International Theory, Journal of Peace Studies, Journal of Conflict Resolution,  Review of International Studies, Perspectives on Politics, European Journal of International Relations, International Studies Review, International Political Sociology, Millenium, Journal of International Relations and Development, World Politics, Cambridge University Press, Cornell University Press, and Oxford University Press.
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