CURRICULUM VITAE

NAME: Samir Elhawary
NATIONALITY: British / Egyptian
GENDER: Male
DATE OF BIRTH: 25/06/1981
TEMAIL: elhawary@un.org; selhawary@gmail.com 
WORK EXPERIENCE:

July 2019 – November 2023
Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator / Head of Office, Caracas, Venezuela 
UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME / UN OFFICE FOR THE COORDINATION OF HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS (UN-OCHA)

Main responsibilities:

· Advisor to the Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator (RC/HC) in establishing a humanitarian presence, coordinating the response and negotiating humanitarian access.

· Led humanitarian engagement with the Government, opposition, donors, UN and NGOs. 

· Responsible for mobilizing resources for the humanitarian response.

· Management of the OCHA Country office and ensuring its core coordination functions. 
February 2023 

Team Leader, Aleppo, Syria

UNITED NATIONS DISASTER ASSESSMENT AND COORDINATION (UNDAC) 

Turkey and Syria Earthquake Response

Main responsibilities:

· Led engagement and coordination with Urban Search and Rescue Teams in Syria.
· Supported Humanitarian Country Team and authorities to guide and prioritize the response.
· Oversaw a rapid needs assessment of collective shelters hosting displaced people.
· Managed a team of seven UNDAC members across three field locations.
January 2018 – July 2019
Deputy Head of Office, Damascus, Syria 
UN-OCHA

Main responsibilities:

· Supporting and advising the Head of Office and RC/HC on humanitarian related issues.

· Leading the Coordination, Access and Reporting Units and managing four field offices.

· Supporting the Whole of Syria coordination structure, including advice and support to the Regional Humanitarian Coordinator, especially on access and donor issues.

· Negotiated humanitarian access to besieged and hard to reach locations.

· Led the coordination of the emergency response to the East Ghouta and Afrin displacement crises, in which over 300,000 people were displaced.    

October 2016 – December 2017

Senior Humanitarian Affairs Officer/Head of Field Coordination and Access, Sana’a, Yemen 
UN-OCHA

Main responsibilities:

· Supporting and advising the Head of Office and RC/HC on humanitarian related issues.

· Responsible for the management of the Access Unit and five Field Offices across Yemen.

· Engaging the Government, de facto authorities, the Saudi led Coalition, donors, UN agencies and NGOs to strengthen the humanitarian response, including access conditions.

· Established and strengthened OCHA’s field presence across five hubs.
May 2012 – September 2016

Deputy Head of Office, Regional Office for the Middle East and North Africa, Cairo, Egypt (promoted from Head of Partnership, Policy and Analysis Unit).

UN-OCHA

Main responsibilities:

· Surged to multiple emergencies in the MENA region, including Yemen, Jordan and Lebanon.

· Led partnership engagement in the region, including Regional Organizations, Governments, IASC partners and civil society organizations.
· Responsible for policy analysis and reporting of trends and issues affecting the region.  

· Led the preparations for the World Humanitarian Summit regional consultations. 
· Successfully implemented OCHA's partnership agreement with the League of Arab States, Government of Turkey and Government of Iran.
· Enhanced the UN’s emergency preparedness efforts, mainly through training and contingency planning with Governments and humanitarian partners.
May 2007 – April 2012

Research Fellow, Humanitarian Policy Group, London, UK
OVERSEAS DEVLOPMENT INSTITUTE
Main responsibilities:

· Senior researcher on the role of humanitarian action in conflict-related emergencies, with a focus on the humanitarian space, war to peace transitions and forced displacement. 

· Published several influential research reports and conducted field research in Afghanistan, Colombia, Kenya, Peru, Pakistan, Sudan and Sri Lanka.

· Provided policy advice to donors, Governments, UN agencies and NGOs. 

· Engaged in international public affairs, speaking at conferences and with the media.
· Taught several courses on humanitarian principles and politics, including for the Advanced Training on Humanitarian Action and Professionals in Humanitarian Action and Protection. Led the development of an advanced course on Crisis, Conflict and Transitions.  
April 2007 – April 2008

Guest Lecturer, Macerata, Italy

UNIVERSITY OF MACERATA, DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

Main responsibilities: 

· Annual Guest Lecturer on a conflict analysis course for under- and post-graduate students at the Faculty of Political Science.

· Designed and taught an interactive course on conflict analysis, introducing key concepts, methodologies and case studies.

February 2006 – April 2007

Research Associate, Latin America Programme/Business and Conflict Team, UK/Colombia

INTERNATIONAL ALERT
Main responsibilities: 

· Contributed research to publications on the role of the private sector in peacebuilding, local economic opportunities for peace and conflict sensitivity in the extractive industry. 

· Supported the design and implementation of programs in Colombia. These included piloting conflict sensitive business practice with the extractive industry, mediating conflicts between communities and businesses and organizing and facilitating policy events.

September 2005 – January 2006

Researcher, London, UK

GLOBAL WITNESS
Main responsibilities: 

· Researcher on natural resources, conflict and human rights with a focus on the Middle East, Cambodia and Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).

October 2004-January 2006
Researcher, London UK

PEACE DIRECT

Main responsibilities:

· Researcher on grass-roots peacebuilding initiatives, with a focus on Colombia and Sudan. 
EDUCATION:

Sept 2005 MSc Violence, Conflict and Development

School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London 

July 2003 BSCEC International Politics with Italian
University of Wales, Aberystwyth (UWA) 

LANGUAGES:


English (Fluent); Spanish (Fluent); Italian (Fluent) and Arabic (Basic)  

MAIN PUBLICATIONS:
2015 
“Preparatory Stakeholder Analysis: World Humanitarian Summit Regional Consultation for the Middle East and North Africa”, (Cairo; WHS), with Antinoja, E.

2012
“Humanitarian Space: Review of Trends and Issues”, HPG Report, (London; ODI), with Collinson, S.

2011
“The Impact of UN Integration and Humanitarian Space”, HPG and Stimson Centre, Commissioned Report (London; ODI), with Metcalfe, V. and Giffen, A. 

2010
“State of Fragility: stabilization and humanitarian action”, HPG Working Paper, (London; ODI), with Collinson, S. and Muggah, R., 

2010
“Development, Security and Transitions in Fragile States: meeting series report”, (London; ODI), with Foresti, M and Pantuliano, S. 

2010
“Hidden and Exposed: urban refugees in Nairobi”, HPG Working Paper, (London; ODI), with Pavanello, S. and Pantuliano, S.

2010
Guest Editor - Humanitarian Exchange Magazine, Issue 45: Special issue on the humanitarian crisis in Colombia, (London; ODI).  

2009
“Between War and Peace: land and humanitarian action in Colombia” in Pantuliano, S. (eds), Uncharted Territory: land, conflict and humanitarian action, (London; Practical Action).

2009
“Good Humanitarian Donorship Principles in Practice: assessing humanitarian assistance to IDPs in Sri Lanka and Sudan”, Report for GHD Working Group (London; ODI), with Collinson, S. and Buchanan-Smith, M., 2009

2008
“Violent Paths to Peace? Rethinking the Conflict-Development Nexus in Colombia”,      

Colombia Internacional, Vol. 67, pp. 84-100.
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