
Venture Capital Trends in 
Sustainability and Climate Change



We have invested in over 300 startups across 6 continents. We have presence 
in Silicon Valley, Seoul, Singapore, Taipei, Hong Kong, London, Los Angeles, 
and other locations.

Our team previously has led investments in Siri (sold to Apple), DeepMind 
(sold to Google for over $500M), Ping An Good Doctor ($7.45 billion IPO), 
Spotify (investor & board member), Studio Ex (co-founded, sold to Disney), 
Hostway (acquired by a PE fund), Kiva.org (co-founded) and others. 

SparkLabs Group is a 
network of startup 
accelerators and venture 
capital funds, which was 
founded in 2013.
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SPARKLABS GROUP

SparkLabs Group was the only 
venture capital firm (or any 
investment company) in the 
world to be recognized in 
Newsweek’s 2019 Top 100 
Smart City Partners Awards

Strong deal flow and 
performance. For example, 
Korea Accelerator Fund II 
beat 100% of funds in Angel 
List’s performance 
calculator, which includes 
hundreds of VC funds on 
their platform plus data 
from Pitchbook and 
Cambridge Associates.

Facebook chose 
SparkLabs Korea to run 
their Innovation Lab 
Korea in 2018 and 2019.



Investor Slides

Investment Thesis for 
Sustainability

Clean Energy & Energy Transition
• Exploring new areas of energy and 

energy development, biofuels, battery 
storage and other areas.

Mobility and Future Transportation
• New electric vehicles, autonomous 

vehicles, creating efficiencies aviation, 
and other solutions.



Investment Thesis for 
Sustainability

Smart Agriculture & Land use
• Creating efficiencies in agriculture and 

food development, better land use, 
forest preservation, and other areas to 
make our world sustainable.

Reducing Carbon Footprint
• New sustainable foods to smart 

manufacturing to smart building 
materials to new carbon neutral 
platforms.



Growing Beyond Beef

• Approaching mainstream 

tipping point. In 2020, 24%
of the U.S. population or 

79.8 million people use 
meat alternatives.

• Innovation continues 
across all meat categories

Growth of Meat Substitutes



Fast Fashion’s Impact

• Each year 92 million tons of waste produced in fast fashion 

• And 79 trillion liters of water consumed by the industry

Circular Economy & Slow Fashion

• Textile industry 
might be the cause 

of up to 10% of 
global greenhouse 
gas emissions
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Existing Portfolio: Lablaco

Lablaco is circular fashion platform to promote sustainability. They 
provide brands and retailers an ecosystem  and platform that is 
transparent and traceable. As a consumer, you can help the planet by 
giving away your preloved clothes  and receiving your impact 
calculation, being rewarded with  discounts to shop designer fashion 
worldwide through  shoppable content. 

Paris, Milan, Taipei



Conflicting Trends

• Increased shift towards suburbs, and shift towards 
hyperlocal mobility

• Permanency of work from home policies is a question

• Shift towards electric (EV)

Shifts in Mobility



Next Steps After Fossil Fuels

• Renewable energy powers 28% of the world today 

• Transition to renewables, nuclear and hydrogen?

Clean Energy Transition

• Increased research and 
innovation is needed to 
provide certainty in our 
energy transition



SELECT INVESTMENTS
ACROSS

SPARKLABS GROUP





Portfolio Highlights:
TreePlanet

$160
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Existing Portfolio: Mighty Buildings

Mighty Buildings is construction technology 
company based in Oakland, CA that is innovating 
the construction industry by creating homes that 
are beautiful, affordable, and sustainable using 
3D printing, robotics, and automation. 

Oakland, CA



Portfolio Highlights:
AquaByte
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Portfolio Highlights:
Bioinspira

$35
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Existing Portfolio: Arable

Arable is a smart agricultural business intelligence solution founded on 
in-field  measurements. Arable enables data-driven decisions in 
agriculture and  natural resource management with measurements 
that matter.

Princeton, NJ



Portfolio Highlights:
Bioinspira

$35
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Existing Portfolio: Calyx

Calyx was founded in late 2014, 
a  materials science company 
that  harnesses biology to 
provide low  cost and highly 
accurate sensors  for real-time 
detection and  analysis of air 
chemicals in  industries from 
safety,  healthcare, transportation 
to  food markets.

San Francisco




