
















A L U M N I

Christian Deseglise, MIA ’90
Managing Director-Global Head of Emerging
Markets, HSBC Global Asset Management

Kirsten Frivold, EMPA ’03
Vice President, Goldman Sachs & Co.

Jong-ho Kyun, MIA ’00
Deputy Director, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Trade, Republic of South Korea

James Leitner, MIA ’77
President, Falcon Management Corporation

Donald Matthewson, MPA ’01
Senior Vice President, Lehman Brothers

Bart Oostervled, MIA ’97
Senior Vice President, Moody’s Project
Infrastructure

C A R E E R  D I R E C T I O N S  I N
E C O N O M I C S  A N D  F I N A N C E

Bank of America

Bank of Japan

Central Bank of Honduras

China Banking Regulatory Commission

Citigroup Corporate and Investment Bank

Claren Road Asset Management

Federal Reserve Bank of New York

GE Energy Financial Services

Goldman Sachs & Co.

International Finance Corporation

Lehman Brothers

McKinsey & Company

Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development, Uganda

UBS

U.S. Government Accountability Office

World Bank Group
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T
he end of the Cold War brought premature paeans to the end of history and the
obsolescence of global conflict. Subsequent history has been almost the opposite: the
violent dissolution of former Yugoslavia, September 11 and the following wars in

Afghanistan and Iraq, the bloody civil wars of Africa, and low intensity conflicts around the
world, from Colombia to Sri Lanka and the former Soviet bloc. The United States may possess
an overwhelming edge in military force and technology, but the result has been anything but
peace and stability.  Security policy must account for nascent and resurgent international powers
(China and Russia, most obviously), assertive regional actors (Israel and Iran, for example),
and conflict-ridden areas on almost every continent (Darfur, Abkhazia, Palestine, Kashmir,
Colombia). Security dilemmas ranging from nuclear proliferation to terrorist networks
demand expertise not only in military strategy and defense policy, but also in political stabi-
lization and democratization. SIPA students have access to a curriculum and faculty that is
almost unrivaled in breadth and depth in these areas. Scholarly expertise is complemented by
practitioner faculty who are in the front lines of shaping security and military policy. The
International Security Policy concentration (ISP) within the MIA and MPA degree programs
spans international conflict and conflict management, defense policy, military strategy, arms
control, intelligence, peacekeeping, coercion, negotiation, and alternatives to the use of force
as an instrument of policy. It provides a conceptual foundation for understanding conflict and
the political, economic, and military components of policies and capabilities for coping with
the possibility of war, as well as expertise for analyzing specific functional and regional 
security issues. The ISP concentration is closely connected to two research units at the
School: the Saltzman Institute of War and Peace Studies and the International Conflict
Resolution Program, which is headquartered in the Saltzman Institute. SIPA graduates pur-
sue careers in a wide range of professional positions: government, international organizations,
consulting firms, public interest organizations, nonprofit research institutes, journalism, 
or other areas and work to make the world a more secure and peaceful place.

Policy Area:

International Security Policy

FACULTY PROFILE:  RICHARD K.  BETTS 
Arnold Saltzman Professor of War and Peace Studies in the Department of Political Science; Director, Saltzman
Institute of War and Peace Studies; Director, International Security Policy Concentration at SIPA

From the cold war to the war on terror, the field of security studies has evolved in response to new, unexpected threats, advanced weapons
technology, and shifts in the balance of power. Richard Betts, an authority on national security, military strategy, and international conflict, has
been involved in that dialogue as a scholar, advisor, teacher, and award-winning writer who has authored or edited eight books. He was a senior
fellow at the Brookings Institution, and a former staff member of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, the National Security Council,
the National Commission on Terrorism, and the Mondale presidential campaign. Professor Betts has been an occasional consultant to the
National Intelligence Council and the Central Intelligence Agency. Through his teaching and leadership of the Saltzman Institute of War and
Peace Studies, he has furthered the education and training of a new generation of highly skilled policy analysts.

Examples of courses in this field include:

War, Peace, and Strategy
Richard Betts

Terrorism and Globalization
Reid Sawyer

Limited War and Low Intensity Conflict
Joseph Felter

Intelligence and Foreign Policy
Mark Lowenthal

The Security Council and Peacekeeping in 
Africa in the 21st Century
Elisabeth Lindenmayer

U.S. Role in World Affairs
Stephen Sestanovich

Terrorism and Counterterrorism
Stuart Gottlieb

Third World Security Issues
Stephanie Neuman

International Conflict Resolution: Africa
Sekou-Koureissy Conde

War, Termination, and the Stability of Peace
Page Fortna
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A L U M N I

Madeleine K. Albright, Certificate ’68
Former U.S. Secretary of State; 
Principal, The Albright Group LLC

Victor Cha, MIA ’88
Former Director for Asian Affairs, National
Security Council; Associate Professor of
Government and D.S. Song-Korea Foundation
Chair, Georgetown University

Daniel Fried, MIA ’77
Assistant Secretary, European and Eurasian
Affairs, U.S. Dept. of State; former U.S.
Ambassador to Poland 

Francesco Mancini, MIA ’03
Associate, International Peace Institute

George Tenet, MIA ’78
Former Director, CIA; Professor in the Practice of
Diplomacy, Georgetown University

C A R E E R  D I R E C T I O N S  I N
I N T E R N AT I O N A L  S E C U R I T Y  P O L I C Y

BearingPoint

Booz Allen Hamilton

City of New York Office of the Mayor

Ergo Advisors

Eurasia Group

International Peace Academy

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Korea

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, Singapore

New York State Executive Chamber

NYPD Counter Terrorism Division

Scoville Peace Fellowship

Security Council Report

Senior Economic Advisor/President of Afghanistan

Turkish Navy

U.S. Department of Defense

U.S. Government–Central Intelligence Agency



A
n ambitious policymaker in Latin America tackles the twin problems of gang 

violence and economic development, seeking strategic advice from SIPA faculty.

The New York City Fire Department, seeking to develop a new performance 

management system and to address challenges of a post 9-11 world, recruits a SIPA faculty

member as special advisor to the Chief. Land use planners in the Ugandan capital of Kampala

struggle to control the flow of human waste into Lake Victoria, the city’s main source of

drinking water and the outlet for nearly all of its sewage. Across the globe—from the devel-

oped world to the rapidly expanding cities of Asia, Africa, and Latin America—cities now have

responsibilities in virtually every policy arena from developing infrastructure to sustainable

economic development to meeting the basic needs of safety, security, and human welfare—

including education, health, and housing. Students at SIPA are surrounded by the resources

of the world’s leading international metropolis, and of a university deeply engaged in the com-

plex tasks of managing urban growth. Drawing on the resources of SIPA and other Columbia

schools and departments, students can pursue the Urban and Social Policy concentration

within the MIA and MPA degree programs, as well as numerous other educational opportu-

nities. The urban policy track is designed to provide students with an understanding of policy

issues that are unique to the urban environment, and to enable them to think critically about

the economic, social, political, and technological forces that shape urban areas across the

globe. The social policy track is motivated by the challenges of immigration and immigrant

incorporation, growing racial and ethnic diversity in societies around the world, and changing

gender relations. These trends are transforming old paradigms of policy design, implementation,

and analysis. Students in the social policy track can focus on a specific area of social policy or

tailor the concentration to fit their unique interests. Students concentrating in Urban and

Social Policy pursue careers in local government, the private sector, not-for-profit organiza-

tions, think tanks, advocacy groups, and contract services providers.
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Examples of courses in this field include:

The Politics and Policy of Sustainable Urban
Economic Development
Ester Fuchs

Practical Problems in Urban Politics
David Dinkins

American Politics and Social Welfare Policy
Robert Lieberman

Global Urbanism: Cities, Slums, Infrastructure,
Environment
Saskia Sassen

Poverty and Public Policy
Irwin Garfinkel

Public Financing of Urban Development
Richard Froehlich

Education and Public Policy
Gary Natriello

Health Policy in the Global Context
Peter Muennig

Immigration Law
Lenni Benson

Work/Family Policy in Advanced Industrial
Countries
Claire Ullman

ESTER R.  FUCHS 
Professor of International and Public Affairs and Political Science; Director, Urban and Social Policy Concentration
at SIPA

Ester Fuchs exemplifies SIPA’s commitment to combining scholarly expertise and practical experience, having successfully made the transition
from academia to local government and back again. She was founding director of  Columbia University’s Center for Urban Research and Policy
and chair of the Barnard and Columbia College Urban Studies Program. She has written extensively on urban politics and policy and is a 
frequent commentator on radio, television, and in the press. From January 2002 to January 2006, Professor Fuchs served as special advisor to
the mayor for governance and strategic planning in the administration of New York City Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg. As special advisor, she
was responsible for developing and implementing reform initiatives for city agencies, as well as advising on innovative and efficient ways to
deliver public services. Dr. Fuchs was the first woman to serve as chair of the NYC Charter Revision Commission and is currently a NYC
Commissioner on Women's Issues. She is a member of the Mayor’s Sustainability Advisory Board, the NYC Workforce Investment Board, the
Advisory Board  for NYC’s Out of School Time Initiative, and the Boards of the Fund for the City of New York and the Citizens Union. She was
recently appointed to the Committee on Economic Inclusion of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC).

Policy Area:

Urban and Social Policy



A L U M N I

Alisa Blum, MPA ’00
Manager of Field Operations, National League of
Cities’ Center for Federal Relations

Diana Bruce, MPA ’97
Director of Policy and Government Affairs, 
AIDS Alliance for Children, Youth and Families

Neil Hernandez, MPA ’98
Commissioner, Department of Juvenile Justice

Diego Andres Molano, MPA ’00
CEO, Water and Sanitation Company, 
Bogotá, Colombia

David Saltzman, MPA ’86
Executive Director, Robin Hood Foundation

C A R E E R  D I R E C T I O N S  I N  
U R B A N  A N D  S O C I A L  P O L I C Y

Booz Allen Hamilton

City of Anaheim

Criminal Justice Coordinator’s Office

Deloitte Consulting LLP

Department of Small Business Services

Homes for the Homeless

Inter-American Development Bank

Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, Japan

New York City Department of Education

The New York Law School—The New Century
Institute

Office of the Mayor, City of Miami

The Port Authority of NY & NJ

UK Department of Health, London

Weill Cornell Medical College

World Policy Institute
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Admissions

G E N E R A L  I N F O R M AT I O N

Admission to SIPA is extremely

competitive and is based on both

professional focus and academic

excellence. The School offers 

seven degree programs: Master of

International Affairs (MIA), Master

of Public Administration (MPA),

Master of Public Administration in

the Program in Economic Policy

Management (PEPM), Executive

Master of Public Administration

(EMPA), Master of Public Admin-

istration in Environmental Science

and Policy (ESP), Master of Public

Administration in Development

Practice (MDP), and a PhD Program

in Sustainable Development. SIPA

admits applicants with a wide variety

of academic and professional back-

grounds. 

All applicants must have a bachelor’s

degree or its international equiva-

lent. Undergraduate work should

include study of a foreign language

and at least two courses in economics

(macro- and microeconomics).

Students lacking an economics back-

ground may still apply, but they are

encouraged to make up this defi-

ciency before entering the School.

We evaluate all candidates based on

the following criteria: the personal

statement, the résumé/curriculum

vitae, transcripts of prior college

and/or graduate course work, letters

of recommendation, and, lastly, the

GRE (two-year, full-time MIA and

MPA programs only). The personal

statement is the most important part

of the application. Your essay should

demonstrate your interest in the

program and its curriculum, and

how it fits into your specific career

goals.

Applicants to the MPA in Environ-

mental Science and Policy should

have had introductory courses in

biology and chemistry. PEPM appli-

cants should have prior professional

exposure to economic policymaking;

and EMPA applicants must show a

demonstrated commitment to public

service through professional experi-

ence or volunteer work. Applicants

to the PhD program must have

either grades of B or higher in an

undergraduate calculus course or a

score above 700 on the quantitative

section of the GRE.

The information contained in this

viewbook may be slightly different

than that found online or in the SIPA

Bulletin. We encourage you to visit

us online at www.sipa.columbia.edu

for the most updated information or

to request to speak to a representa-

tive about visiting the School. 

A P P L I C AT I O N  D E A D L I N E S

Please check the Web site for 

current admissions deadlines for

each program. 

F I N A N C I A L  A I D

We will consider your application

for admission without regard to your

financial need. U.S. citizens and 

permanent residents are eligible to

apply for U.S. federal student aid.

Interested applicants should complete

the Free Application for Federal

Student Aid (FAFSA) to be given

full consideration for federal funds.

Applicants must include SIPA’s

Department of Education code

number E00128 on the school 

listing of the FAFSA. The FAFSA is

available beginning in mid-December

at all colleges, local libraries, and

high schools in the United States.

You may also complete the FAFSA

on the Web at: www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Note: The FAFSA may be submitted

at any time during the academic

year. However, as federal processing

time may be as long as six weeks,

and since many federal aid programs

have limited award budgets, we

strongly urge you to check the

FAFSA Web site for the current

submission deadlines.

Federal aid options include Stafford

and Perkins loans and the Federal

Work-Study program. Many states

will also provide financial aid to 

eligible residents, such as the 

New York State Tuition Assistance

Program. Interested students should

contact their state financial aid pro-

grams for information.

Private educational financing

options are available for both

domestic and international students.

Information on these programs will

be sent to you with your financial

aid packet.

P R O G R A M  W E B  S I T E S

Master of International Affairs

Program

www.sipa.columbia.edu/mia

Master of Public Administration

Program

www.sipa.columbia.edu/mpa

Master of Public Administration 

in Environmental Science and

Policy Program

www.columbia.edu/cu/

mpaenvironment

Master of Public Administration 

in Development Practice

www.sipa.columbia.edu/mdp

Executive Master of Public

Administration Program

www.sipa-empa.com

Program in Economic Policy

Management 

www.sipa.columbia.edu/pepm

PhD in Sustainable Development

www.sipa.columbia.edu/phd

www.sipa.columbia.edu




