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Prologue: The poet describes the impermanence of the world, so that one should not indulge in false pride. The Creator is beyond praise; sheshnag has a thousand hoods, with two tongues in every mouth and he praises the Creator with two thousand tongues, and still it is not enough. He created seven earths and seven skies. The world is created and will disappear.

Jaisi praises Muhammad: God created light and this was the seed of creation. If the Nur of Muhammad did not exist, there would be neither sky nor earth. He created the whole world out of love, every particle of it. God created the four companions of the Prophet: Abu Bakr a paragon of courage, truth and conduct, Umar of strength, Usman a pandit and sayani, Ali rich of sword.

In Delhi Humayun badshah is very strong, just and liberal. Sayyid Ashraf (Jahangir) is my pir, I am his slave; Jaisi also mentions Shaikh Burhan.

Jais: The town of Jais is my asthana, in the Satya Yuga it was a dharma asthanu called Vidyanagara. In the Treta and Davpara there were eighty-eight thousand rishis who always did homa and japa. In the Kali Yuga the town became turkan. It has a fort with twelve gates (pauri) and many ponds all around. Kabi Malik Muhammad lives there, he has great understanding (marmi). All around the town there are thick groves of mangoes and flowers.

In 947H the poet is telling this sarasa tale and begs for his faults to be corrected. God exalts those he has marked: he has marked Jaisi as “one-eyed” but like the asterism of Shukra which blinds all others.

Story: Kamsa is a great king in Mathura—like Ravana in Lanka. All the danavas of the world worship him: Sukra is his minister, Narada keeps “filling his ears”, fomenting trouble. Basuki, Indra and others are scared and suspicious of Kamsa. Surs, naras, munis and gandharvas all bow before Kamsa and obey him. Kamsa angrily orders that Basuki, Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh should present themselves and pay obeyance (jauhar). Like Ravana in Lanka, Kamsa has also built himself a wonderful and safe fortress (kot) with seven turreted gates and a moat all around, and a palace in fourteen parts. The whole fortress is made of gold. It has groves and mandapas all around. Rich and poor all live in tall houses, and at his court there are several fierce heroes and chhatrapatis. There follows a description of the gardens, trees, flowers, birds.
On the other side of the Yamuna lie the grazing grounds of Nanda Mahar, who is rich in “godhan” (cattle wealth) and keeps surabhi cows for seven kos, twenty thousand milch cows of kapila stock, etc. The gopis go to the city to sell curd, and they are all as pretty as apsaras. [1-30]
One day day Kamsa gets his army ready, making the earth shake and putting the world in unrest. Kamsa tells Sukra that he has won the whole world but has not yet found and conquered death; now he wants Sukra to find where death is so that he can summon it and kill it. Then Kamsa calls Narada and asks him at whose hand he is going to be killed. Narada predicts that Vishnu will descend in Nanda Mahar’s house and will be born from his sister Devaki. He will be the one kills Kamsa. The Narada tells Kamsa the dashavatara katha and repeats that it will be Vishnu’s avatara that will kill him. Narada asks: how can one who descends on earth and dies, descnd again? Like the sun and moon rise again and again, is Narada’s answer.

Kamsa, exteremely angered, decides to kill Devaki in order to avoid the child’s birth. He imprisons Vasudeva and Devaki and sets daityas as watchmen. Then he kills each of Devaki’s babies. Kamsa’s “false pride” incenses Parameshvar, who “creates” Vishnu and orders  him to take Krishna’s form. Vishnu remembers the pain he suffered as Ram and does not want to be born again! He had one wife, Sita, and she too was snatched by Ravana and he had to suffer a great deal. [31-42] God assurws Vishnu that this time he will have sixteen thousand gopis and he will have rasa bhoga and everything will happen as he wishes.
Kamsa kills all seven sons of Devaki, when she is nine months pregnant with her eighth child, she goes to cry on the banks of the Yamuna. Yashoda hears her and asks her the reason she is crying. Yashoda consoles Devaki and proposes that they should exchange their new-born baies when they come. It’s a dark night of Bhadon when Krishna is born. Brahma puts the guards to sleep, and Devaki tells Vasudeva about Yashoda’s proposal. Vasudeva crosses the Yamuna, exchanges it with the baby girl born in Yashoda and Nanda’s house, and returns safely. The guards wake up. Kamsa is informed of the girl’s birth, but she is transformed into the Devi and disappears into the sky after informing Kamsa that his enemy is indeed born. 

Celebrations in Gokul for the birth of Krishna; Brahmins come to bless him; there are feasts and dancing; a night-long vigil on the fifth day; Pandits come for the horoscope on the sixth: they declare the child to be Vishnu’s avatara and foresee that he will rule and will enjoy sixteen thousand gopis. They also declare that gopis like Padminis will be born in Gokul, and one in particular, Rahi [Radhika] will be to him as Sita was to Ram.
One night Kamsa sees in a dream someone coming towards him playing a flute and climbing over him with a roar. In the morning Suka interprets the dream for him: it was Krishna, and he needs to uproot the sapling immediately before it grows into a plant. Narad tells him about Krishna’s arrival in Gokul and suggests that Kamsa should send a wet nurse to kill him. Kamsa places the bira among the Rakshasas offering one fourth of his kingdom for the one who will take up this challenge.  Putana accepts the challenge, but when she comes to Gokul and approaches Krishna’s cradle and he begins suckling, the poison in her breast becomes nectar to him and the poison enters Putana instead. [64] Nanda and the others are scared at her death and cremate her quickly. Kamsa then sends two demons to blind Krishna, but her crushes their heads together.

Then Suka suggests to Kamsa to order Nanda to pluck the thousand-petalled lotus from Shiva’s garden in patal, which is guarded by Sheshnag. Surely Krishna will want to go in Nanda’s place and he will be burnt to ashes. Nanda cannot escape the king’s command, though he fears it will be fatal. One day Krishna was playing with a ball with his friends on the banks of the Yamuna. The ball falls into the river and dives in to retrieve it. He reaches patala and enters Shiva’s garden. Sheshnag’s wife tries to stop him but he challenges her and Sheshnag wakes up. Krishna catches him and uses the lotus stem as a rein to ride him back to Gokul. All the people there, who believed Krishna had drowned, rejoice. Nanda brings the lotus to Kamsa.
The next attempt at Krishna’s life, suggested by Narada, is to send demons to rain boulders onto Krishna when he is grazing the cows. When Krishna starts playing megh malhar on his flute, the cloud-like demons gather, but then Krishna lifts a huge mountain with his right hand and all the cows find refuge under it from the demons’ stone rain.

A very short sequence follows with Krishna teasing the gopis with milk and curd, and they complaining to an unconvinced Yashoda. [91-95]

Rahi is Devchand Mahar’s daughter; she goes with her sixteen thousand friends to Vrindavan, but Krishna in disguise stops them on the way asking for a toll [dan-lila]. A spirited discussion ensues: she protests that no toll is usually required for milk and curd, Krishna threatens to pull her into the woods, she protests that she is a tapasvini sati. Then Krishna reveals his real identity, and when she does not believe him she reveals his cosmic form. Radha still tries to find a way to escape from him, and under the pretext that she has to go home to adorn herself for the wedding she leaves. But she has promised, and so after a short viraha she returns to the forest with her friends to gather flowers [phulvari-lila]. Krishna is hiding in a tree and declares he will punish them for stealing flowers by having his way with each of them. And when they try to escape they find that all the paths are blocked. Radha understands that this is Krishna’s doing and confronts him: can he prove their theft? Then he describes each part of her body as having been stolen. After some further discussion, she finally agrees to go along with him. Their wedding takes place: Shiva himself prepares the mandapa, Parvati sings mangal songs, apsaras tie the knot. [139-145] After the wedding they spend the night together, and in the morning Radha worries: what will her family and the other gopis think when they see the marks on her body? Krishna tells her to look at the other gopis: all show the same marks of love-making, and so they play basant-dhamari the whole day. The next day they all return and make excuses with their relatives: they all got lost together in the woods. [146-160]

While  Krishna’s rasa-bhoga in Gokul continues, in Mathura Kamsa keeps plotting. When Nanda and all the Ahiras will come for Divali to show their wrestling and ask for the king’s reward, Kamsa should make Krishna fight with the king’s wrestlers, Chanvar (Chanur) among them: he’s still a child, they are strong. The wrestling ground is prepared and the wrestlers immediately begin training. When the month of Karttik comes, Nanda calls all the Ahira and together they go to offer juhar (obeisance) to the king and ask to be allowed to perform some dances and songs for him. Kamsa tells him he’s heard a lot about Krishna’s exploits and would like to see him wrestle. Nanda is crestfallen, Krishna reassures him. The next day only Krishna and Balabhadra (=Balarama) know that they’ll fight. Kamsa insists that Krishna should fight the wrestlers alone. Nanda still tries to convince Kamsa to let Krishna dance instead, but the king’s order cannot be disobeyed. Krishna reassures him and tells him he’s actually Vishnu’s avatara.  [160-171] Big fight sequence, Krishna kills Chanvar in no time. Kamsa, suddenly scared, orders the fight to stop and retreats into his fortress. [172-185]

Victorious Krishna returns to Gokul amidst great fanfare. Chandravali goes with her nurse Agasta to catch a glimpse of the victor  and swoons, already in love with Krishna. The next morning, keen to see him again, she makes excuses to go to Nanda’s house, where a big celebration is on. Krishna sees her and he also falls in love [186-195] Krishna is sick with love, Yashoda is worried that he might be a victim of the evil eye. Agasta visits him and tells him about Chandravali; she will be at her grove with her friends and he can go and see her. Krishna revives. [197-205] Krishna goes and hides in the grove. Chandravali and her friends come to play in the garden-grove. Krishna climbs on a sandalwood tree above a platform and begins playing his flute. Agasta tells Chandravali who he is, their eyes meet. Krishna tells Chandravali that he and she are one, and all the sixteen thousand gopis have been created for him. Chandravali asks him why, if he is Vishnu, he looks like an ascetic, and he explains the truth to her. They achieve union, and the same happens to all the gopis. The next morning they return home. Chandravali’s mother asks her to churn the curd, but she is too tired; as an excuse she tells her mother about a dream she had in the night. [206-237]
Meanwhile Radha goes into the forest carrying food for Krishna but does not find him there. Eventually he goes to her, but she sulks. Krishna makes some excuses (“How can I, the sun, be in the same place as Chandrali, the moon”?) and they quarrel. Thus Krishna started spending the day with Radha and the night with Chandravali. [238-243] One day both Chandravali and Radha, each with their sixteen thousand friends, all go to the temple with their trays of offering. Chandravali is resplendent, while Radha is all haggard. Radha accuses her of stealing her beloved. They start fighting, verbally and then physically, until Krishna comes to separate them. He admonishes them both. [244-260]

Tales of Krishna’s exploits reach Kamsa and his ministers, who agree that Kamsa’s end is near. They suggest that he should summon the gopis with some excuse and then marry all of them. When the news reach Gokul, the Ahiras decide to leave. Krishna convinces them to stay and have faith in God. In the morning he prays, and a storm erupts as he makes his way to Mathura. Kamsa orders his daityas to challenge Krishna. Narada suggests to have him trampled by a royal elephant himself. Meanwhile Akrura is summoned to go and fetch Krishna. Krishna and Balarama welcome him courteously and follow him back to Mathura. [261-270] First Krishna stops to rest at his friend’s Sudama, then he cures Kubja, the hunchback who makes sandalwood paste, who becomes a beautiful woman: he places his left arm on her head, his left foot on her feet and lifts up her head with his right hand until she is totally straight. He then asks her to announce his arrival to Kamsa. Everyone on the way looks at her with astonishment, even the ranis in the palace come to gawk at her. Kamsa is enamoured. Krishna marches on the palace destroying every gate of the fortress on the way. At the seventh gate the elephant is waiting for him, but Krishna kills him easily. He then overpowers Kamsa and kills him. Then Krishna releases Devaki and Vasudeva and the other prisoners, and puts Kamsa’s son on the throne. [271-299]
After defeating Kamsa, Krishna spends his time in Mathura in pleasure with Kubja (sadritu), while the gopis are pining in Gokul (barahmasa). They ask the wind to deliver him a message, and wind reaches Krishna scorching everything on the way. [300-324] Krishna takes pity on the gopis and sends boats to fetch them: some gopis manage to climb onto the boats, some fall inot the river, some are helped up by Krishna. They travel by boat and spend their time in pleasure with Krishna. [324-328]

In Mathura Krishna establishes a dharamshala, offering food and shelter to all itinerant ascetics. He hears that a sage called Durvasa lives on the other side of the Yamuna (i.e. he has not come to see Krishna), and he orders the gopis to bring him food and tell the river that they have never been with Krishna. The gopis do so, though they wonder why they are supposed to lie, and sure enough the river lets them through. The sage eats their food, blesses them and tells them to cross the river in a similar manner (i.e. by telling a lie). [329-335] The gopis decide to sulk until Krishna tells them what the mystery behind it is, and in the end he opens his mouth to show them his cosmic form: “there is no other (apart from the one), everything in the world is his shadow”. It’s like scent in the flower, fire in the burning wood, ghee inside milk, the soul in the body. The gopis understand this secret (bhed). [336-341]
One day Macchandarnath (Matsyendranath) comes with his army of followers and they set up camp on the river bank. The siddhas, who live off air and can change form, have come after hearing about Krishna’s exploits. Krishna goes to the camp to meet Matsyendra with ten thousand devotees, and greets him humbly. A discussion ensues (“Sunahu jogi…, Suna bhogi…”), in which Matsyendra declares himself disappointed to find that Krishna is envelopped in bhoga and urges Krishna to become an ascetic. Krishna replies that there is no point in being born if you do not enjoy—why wait to reap the benefit afterwards? Moreover, how can a jogi know about bhoga? They finally decide to have a fight to ascertain who will win, but their weapons do not harm the other. In the end they conclude that “yoga is good for the yogi, and bhoga for the bhogi”. Gorakh leaves. [342-350]
One day an old ascetic with an iron board tied to his stomach comes and asks Krishna to give him not only hospitality, but also one of his gopis. Krishna tells him that he is welcome to take the one whose bed will be empty tonight. But that night each gopi’s bed has Krishna in it. The ascetic leaves angry, and when some Yaduvanshis make fun of him, he curses them saying that that iron board will be their ruin. When he hears of the curse, Krishna tells them to go and snatch the iron board, but it ends up falling into the river, being swallowed by a fish, which gets killed by the reincarnation of Raja Bali, who was killed by Ram by deceit, and who has been reborn as a fisherman. He makes a spear out of the iron, and it is that spear that accidentally kills Krishna, who has meanwhile taken leave of the Yadavas and of the gopis in order to go to Dwarka. [356-361] 

